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Minutes

Meeting:	Scottish Infected Blood Support Scheme – Advisory Group
Date:		8 May 2025, 10:00 – 11:30
Location:	via TEAMS

Attendees:
Bill Wright (BW)		Haemophilia Scotland
Carol O’Connor (CC)		NHS National Services Scotland - Contractor Finance
Carolyn Low (CL)	 	NHS National Services Scotland - Contractor Finance (Chair)
Emma Mauchline (EM)	NHS National Services Scotland - Contractor Finance
George McNaughton (GM)	Patient Representative
Irene Kinroy (IK)		NHS National Services Scotland - Contractor Finance
James How (JH)		Scottish Government
Joyce Donnelly (JD)		Scottish Infected Blood Forum
Kelly Watt (KW)		NHS National Services Scotland - Practitioner Services (Minutes)
Lorraine Bagen (LB)		NHS National Services Scotland - Contractor Finance
Michelle Kivlin (MK)		Scottish Government

Apologies:
Alan Martin (AM)		Haemophilia Scotland
Tommy Leggate (TL)		Scottish Infected Blood Forum
Sam Baker (SB)		Scottish Government


1. Welcome and Apologies

CL welcomed everyone to the meeting and the apologies were noted.

2. Actions and Matters Arising from previous meeting held 18th February 2025

The group went through the outstanding actions;

Action 080 – BW noted his dissatisfaction around the explanation of how appeals were considered.  He advised that the balance of probability was not what was decided at the Clinical Review.  CL commented that processes had not changed, nor had the way of approach, so this was not a concern to the group.  The action was agreed to be closed and BW agreed to liaise with Scottish Government around this. 

Review of Previously Declined Applications – JD asked for an update on the previously declined applications review.  IK advised there had been a significant increase in applications at the end of the SIBSS scheme.  The team were currently identifying any for review.  CL added that the team were committed to continue this work but were mindful to prioritise new applications (as at 31st March).


The actions were updated and agreed.


3. Scheme Update

SIBSS Quarterly Update Q4 2024-25
	
IK updated the group on the scheme progress.  She advised that the SIBSS Scheme was now closed to new applicants as at 31st March 2025.  Applications were still being received and dealt with for Estate memberships.

Update Summary:
· Total number of beneficiaries/membership stats – 604 (457 primary, 15 secondary, 132 widowers
· 16 applicants declined – mainly primary affected self-clearers with no sign of infection
· Interim Compensation – continuing to accept for Estates.  Individuals have to have been registered with SIBSS or other allied schemes
· Widowed Partners – No new applicants expected after June 2025 – any further will be sent to IBCA
· Payments – lump sums and compensation payments of 10.8M made up to March 2025 (Q4)
· Deceased – 307 members,14 infected and 6 widowed partners
· New Chair appointed to SIBSS Appeal Panel (Andrew Lothian).  Andrew is an experienced Solicitor.  The Panel met with Andrew for the first time on 2nd May 2025.  Dates currently being sought for the next appeals (potentially 3 appeals).
· Confirmed that the clinicians appointed were both EIBSS Clinicians
· Deregistration – 6 members accepted core compensation. 7 partial de-registrations.  IK assured GM that this information would be continually reported on


4. SG Update

JH provided the following update to the group.

· 2nd UK Gov report in IBI recommendations due to be published imminently – comprehensive response to include all nations with a statement in the Commons
· Regular contact maintained with the 4 nations regarding the rollout of the compensation scheme.  Potential changes to SIBSS documentation around partial de-registrations may be required so there are no legal implications
· IBI hearing continues – monitoring with UK Gov response

BW advised it would be interesting to see the difference between the number of claimants received after the initial Penrose Inquiry media coverage.  JH and SB agreed to look at this information and feedback.

ACTION 094 – JH/SB to review information gathered on the number of claims received after the Penrose Inquiry.

6. Any Other Business

None

7. 	Next meeting due to take place

20th August 2025
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	Chief Executive	Mary Morgan

NHS National Services Scotland is the common name of the Common Services Agency for the Scottish Health Service.
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Scottish Infected Blood Support Scheme – Advisory Group
8th May 2025, 10:00-11:30, via TEAMS

	ACTION NO.
	ACTION DETAILS
	OWNER
	DATE RAISED
	TARGET
DATE
	UPDATES
	
STATUS


	080
	Benefit of the doubt with regards to applications - AM and SR to look for the reference document and send out to the group. Responses to be sought for 2-3 weeks time.

	ALL
	16/04/24
	10/05/24
Now 28/02/25
	Update 15/08/24:  Wording needs to be reviewed.  BR has commented on reference document – AM will double check this.  Guidance and applications need to be clear.  CL will take this forward with SG.  Ongoing.
Update 12/12/24: Ongoing
Update 18/02/25: CL confirmed commitment to do by end of the month. Ongoing
Update 08/05/25: IK confirmed the document had been updated but superseded by the change of scheme.  Meeting held with appeals panel and highlighted that it’s the balance of probability (51%) instead of benefit of the doubt. CLOSE

	CLOSE

	089
	CL, IK, SB and MK agreed to meet and discuss the potential for further support and guidance at the application process for claimants

	CL/IK/SB/MK
	12/12/24
	ASAP
Now 28/02/25
	Update 18/02/25: this discussion had taken place
Update 08/05/25:  Complete

	CLOSE

	092
	JH to advise the date(s) of the debate for the 2nd set of UK regulations
	JH
	18/02/25
	ASAP
	Update 08/05/25: JH information passed on but found out at last minute.  CLOSE

	CLOSE

	093
	JH/MK to organise a pre meeting (before the ministerial meeting) with SIBSS Advisory Group members

	JH/MK
	18/02/25
	ASAP
	Update 08/05/25: JH advised this took place and ministerial meeting took place.  CLOSE

	CLOSE

	094
	JH/SB to review information gathered on the number of claims received after the Penrose Inquiry and feedback

	JH/SB
	08/05/25
	ASAP
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