	



	Scottish Infected Blood Support Scheme

Practitioner Services
Gyle Square 
1 South Gyle Crescent 
Edinburgh 
EH12 9EB 
Email: NSS.SIBSS@nhs.net
www.nhsnss.org/SIBSS

	[image: N H S NATIONAL SERVICESLOG]


Minutes

Meeting:	Scottish Infected Blood Support Scheme – Advisory Group
Date:		18 February 2025, 10:00 – 11:30
Location:	via TEAMS

Attendees:
Alan Martin (AM)		Haemophilia Scotland
Bill Wright (BW)		Haemophilia Scotland
Carol O’Connor (CC)		NHS National Services Scotland - Contractor Finance
Carolyn Low (CL)	 	NHS National Services Scotland - Contractor Finance (Chair)
Emma Mauchline (EM)	NHS National Services Scotland - Contractor Finance
Irene Kinroy (IK)		NHS National Services Scotland - Contractor Finance
James How (JH)		Scottish Government
Joyce Donnelly (JD)		Scottish Infected Blood Forum
Kelly Watt (KW)		NHS National Services Scotland - Practitioner Services (Minutes)
Lorraine Bagen (LB)		NHS National Services Scotland - Contractor Finance
Michelle Kivlin (MK)		Scottish Government
Sam Baker (SB)		Scottish Government
Tommy Leggate (TL)		Scottish Infected Blood Forum

Apologies:
George McNaughton (GM)	Patient Representative


1. Welcome and Apologies

CL welcomed everyone to the meeting 

2. Actions and Matters Arising from previous meeting held 12th December 2024

The group went through the outstanding actions. Updates;

· Applications, input from Marc Turner – SB advised she had liaised with MT regarding input.  He had advised he was happy to help but it was noted that this had now been superceded as the cases had been reviewed by NSS’ Medical Director;
“TL asked for a review of all transfusion cases that had been rejected since the Inquiry reported in May 2024.”
To read;
“TL asked for a review of all transfusion cases that had been rejected since the Inquiry reported INITIALLY in May 2024.”

The actions were updated and agreed.

BW, TL and JD gave feedback to the group on how they felt that the closure of the Scottish Scheme had been imposed on members.  TL added that Hep B members were to be placed at the end of the queue for compensation.  This was unacceptable.  He felt that Hep B people should be lobbied for by the Scottish Government which was not currently happening.  TL currently had a member who was very ill at the moment and had (to date) not received any monetary support.  He added that this delay could have been avoided if the Scottish Government had taken the lead.  SB advised that IBCA were doing their best to consider as many applications as they could and had committed to opening a Scottish office for the Scheme.  The Minister had also lobbied IBCA to consider Hepatitis B applications as soon as possible. It was disappointing their applications would not be one of the first to be considered, but IBCA has given assurances that applications will open to all categories of applicants by the end of 2025. This office is expected to have more staff that the current SIBSS Scheme.

BW asked when the February 2026 cut off had been agreed to and by whom.  SB advised there had been discussions with IBCA, SIBSS and other schemes/administrations around this and IBCA has suggested the date to which the Scottish Government had agreed.

3. Scheme Update

SIBSS Quarterly Update Q3 2024-25
	
IK updated the group on the scheme progress.   She advised that the SIBSS Scheme would officially close to new members on 31st March 2025 but would continue to support current members until 2026.

Update Summary:
· Total number of beneficiaries/membership stats – 606
· Payments – lump sums and compensation payments made up to December 2024 
· Requests continuing for changes to severity banding in HCV Stage 1
· Deceased members – looking at trends

BW asked for clarification as to where the SIBSS funding would be provided from after 31st March 2025.  SB confirmed Scottish Government would continue to pay up to February 2026, although hoped to receive some continued parity funding from DHSC until that point.  BW advised this was very messy and could be confusing for a claimant.

IK clarified that SIBSS would be unable to accept applications to change payment category after 31 March 2025, and this would become part of the person’s claim for compensation.

TL recommended adding figures and augmenting the charts based on tables.  He also requested that it would be informative to see any trends and also a table of secondary infectees in terms of numbers.


4. SG Update

JH provided the following update to the group.

· UK 2nd set of regs laid last week.  These give IBCA the powers it needs to make compensation payments.  Should come into force on 31st March 2025.  Documents had been sent out by IBCA to explain the regs so a lot of information available.  Debates to take place in the House of Lords/Commons.  

ACTION 092:  JH to advise the dates of the debates

· Consequential on Regs – few changes to be made to SIBSS scheme document.  1st amendment to be published w/c 24th February.  This will clarify applications to be received by 31st March 2025 and that SIBSS categories cannot be changed after 31st March.  Stage 1 for Chronic Hep C with widows annual payments category to be removed as all Stage 1 widows/ers now receive annual payments.  2nd amendment to implement the CPI increase due at the end of March 2025.  
· December UK IBI progress Report – another report due to be published.  Working with UK nations on this through the Oversight and Assurance Group.  It was confirmed TL would be a part of these discussions as a group member.  BW added that it would be useful to have a wider discussion on this.
· Ministerial meeting in diaries for 20th March 2025.  A pre-meeting with HS and SIBF members to be arranged.

TL advised there was a concern about whether IBCA would adjust compensation settlements after a judicial review if it was successful and strongly urged the Scottish Government to seek to amend this position with the Cabinet Office.

ACTION 093:  JH/MK to organise a pre meeting (before the ministerial meeting) with HS and SIBF.

6. Any Other Business

TL thanked the Group on behalf of a member/applicant who had been reassessed and now accepted onto the Scheme.

7. 	Next meeting due to take place

15th April 2025
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Scottish Infected Blood Support Scheme – Advisory Group
18th February 2025, 10:00-11:30, via TEAMS

	ACTION NO.
	ACTION DETAILS
	OWNER
	DATE RAISED
	TARGET
DATE
	UPDATES
	
STATUS


	077
	NSS/Scottish Government to look into potential tendering for Scottish clinicians

	NSS/SG
	16/04/24
	-
	Update 15/08/24:  Is still under consideration and currently have a system in place.  Are looking at options for to use Scottish clinicians.  Ongoing.
Update 12/12/24: Ongoing
Update 18/02/25: CL superseded by the change in scheme to IBCA.  

	CLOSE

	080
	Benefit of the doubt with regards to applications - AM and SR to look for the reference document and send out to the group. Responses to be sought for 2-3 weeks time.

	ALL
	16/04/24
	10/05/24
Now 28/02/25
	Update 15/08/24:  Wording needs to be reviewed.  BR has commented on reference document – AM will double check this.  Guidance and applications need to be clear.  CL will take this forward with SG.  Ongoing.
Update 12/12/24: Ongoing
Update 18/02/25: CL confirmed commitment to do by end of the month. Ongoing

	

	082
	TL to email IK edits for previous action notes and actions.  
	TL
	15/08/24
	ASAP
	Update 12/12/24: Ongoing
Update 18/02/25: CLOSE

	CLOSE

	087
	JH to take this forward with SG re benefits being impacted with compensation payments being made and that processes need to be reviewed for benefits for applicants.

	JH
	15/08/24
	ASAP
	Update 12/12/24: Ongoing
Update 18/02/25:  JH confirmed this was not the case.  TL advised 1 member had experienced difficulties with this.  Doesn’t appear to be foolproof.  JH advised these occasions will be investigated.  AM put forward that perhaps Scottish Government could consider a helpline, similar to the Irish scheme.  CLOSE

	CLOSE

	089
	CL, IK, SB and MK agreed to meet and discuss the potential for further support and guidance at the application process for claimants

	CL/IK/SB/MK
	12/12/24
	ASAP
Now 28/02/25
	Update 18/02/25: this discussion had taken place
	CLOSE

	090
	CL, IK, SB and TL agreed to meet to discuss a review of cases that had been rejected since May 2024.  Review to be complete by January 2025.

	CL/IK/MK/TL
	12/12/24
	20/01/25
	Update 18/02/25: CL advised this had been completed and a meeting with TL had taken place.  Looked at cases from May 2024 and identified 2 cases to be reviewed and decisions amended.  Committed to look back further and agree arrangements with the Scottish Government.  Challenges to pick up on old cases due to them currently being scanned.  A formalised final report would be sent to the group. CLOSE

	CLOSE

	091 
	IK agreed to provide TL with data on how many deaths in the period were widows(ers)

	IK
	12/12/24
	ASAP
	Update 18/02/25: IK confirmed data had been shared and graph in paper shows the breakdown. CLOSE

	CLOSE

	092
	JH to advise the date(s) of the debate for the 2nd set of UK regulations
	JH
	18/02/25
	ASAP
	
	

	093
	JH/MK to organise a pre meeting (before the ministerial meeting) with SIBSS Advisory Group members

	JH/MK
	18/02/25
	ASAP
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