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Minutes
Meeting:
Scottish Infected Blood Support Scheme – Advisory Group
Date:

16th April 2024, 10:00 -11:30
Location:
via TEAMS
Attendees:

Martin Bell (MB)

NHS National Services Scotland - Practitioner Services (Chair)

Sally Richards (SR)
 NHS National Services Scotland - Practitioner Services
Carolyn Low (CL)
 NHS National Services Scotland - Practitioner Services (New Chair)
Kelly Watt (KW)

NHS National Services Scotland - Practitioner Services (Minutes)

Irene Kinroy (IK)

NHS National Services Scotland - Practitioner Services

Lorraine Bagen (LB)

NHS National Services Scotland - Practitioner Services

Carol O’Connor (CC)

NHS National Services Scotland - Practitioner Services

James How (JH)

Scottish Government

Michelle Kivlin (MK)

Scottish Government

Tommy Leggate (TL)

Scottish Infected Blood Forum

Joyce Donnelly (JD)

Scottish Infected Blood Forum

Alan Martin (AM)

Haemophilia Scotland

George McNaughton (GM)
Patient Representative

Apologies:

Emma Mauchline (EM)
NHS National Services Scotland - Practitioner Services

Bill Wright (BW)

Haemophilia Scotland

Graeme Malloch (GMa)
Patient Representative
Laura MacKay


Scottish Government
Sam Baker (SB)

Scottish Government

1. Welcome and Apologies
MB welcomed everyone to the meeting and introductions were made.  He advised that the meeting would be his, and SR’s, last meeting due to retiral and explained that the meeting had a high NSS presence to assure colleagues of continued resilience within NSS after they had gone.  He welcomed CL as the new Chair of the group.

MB proceeded to take the group through the agenda.
2. Actions and Matters Arising from previous meeting held 21st December 2023
The group went through the previous actions and they were agreed.
3. Scheme Update
SR updated the group on the scheme progress.  
Use of EIBSS Clinicians Input for Applications;
SR confirmed that referrals were now being made to EIBSS clinicians to seek clinical input/management information to help shape MB’s decisions and speed up the wait for any applications.  She advised that Scottish clinicians were also in use but there was no payment incentive in place for this and the pool of clinicians available was small.  TL asked if there was the potential to look into monetary compensation for Scottish clinicians to save time and money.  MB advised this could potentially be done but would require time, effort and a tendering process to be initiated. He stressed that was no guarantee it would be quicker or cheaper to do.  He added for clarity that the appeals process for any declined applications was completely separate. 
ACTION 077:  NSS/Scottish Government to look into potential tendering for Scottish clinicians
ACTION 078: SR to pull together key reasons for EIBSS declined referrals (patient data to be redacted) and forward to the group
Beneficiaries;
SR confirmed that haemophiliac beneficiaries had risen by 1.  This person was a transfer from the Skipton scheme.
Value of Payments;


SR confirmed this had risen.  It was noted that the figures did not include interim payment costs of £1.7M.  SR agreed to add the interim value to the slides.

ACTION 079:  SR to update slides with interim payment value of £1.7M
4. Beneficiaries – Approval to contact after member’s death (Discussion)
Item moved to August 2024 meeting.
5. Scottish Government Update

JH gave an update to the group:
· 22nd January – Minister Jennie Minto (alongside the Welsh Minister) sent a joint letter to the Minister for the Cabinet Office (MCO).  A reply had been received from MCO with regards to Diane Johnson’s Victims and Prisoners bill amendment.
· 6th February – 4 Nations Ministerial Mtg held.  Introductory  meeting with MCO
· 5th March – meetings held with Haemophilia Scotland

· 25th March – a 2nd 4 Nations meeting held to look at what would be possible with regards to the amendment. Ms Minto pressed for  further progress on Interim Payments.

· CPI increase for payment to SIBSS members applied from 1st April.  All beneficiaries written to advise.

· Assurance group (or taskforce) to be formed to take forward recommendations from the Infected Blood Inquiry’s final report, due on 20 May.  No date in diaries as yet.  Secretariat to be covered by the Scottish Government but input will be required from NSS and the Blood Disorder groups
· Victims and Prisons Bill – report stage starts 17th April in House of Lords.  Unsure when the UKG amendment will be tabled.

6. AOB

Benefit of the doubt with regards to applications;
AM brought this query to the group in BW’s absence.  He advised that it has been the outward policy of Scottish Government to award the benefit of the doubt when considering the balance of probability on each applications merits, however that position, was not reflected in the advice to doctors assessing claims at appeal.  He asked for the group’s thoughts on this due to a current 'end of life' situation where interpretation of the guidance may prove crucial.

ACTION 080:  AM and SR to look for the reference document and send out to the group. Responses to be sought for 2-3 weeks time.

Adhoc Meeting after Inquiry Report is release;

GM suggested that an adhoc meeting of the group could be diarised to allow the group to review the report prior to the next meeting in August.  KW agreed to look at dates in June 2024.
Action 081:  KW to add an adhoc meeting of the group to diaries for June 2024.
Thank You;

MB extended his thanks to SR (and the wider team) on behalf of the group for all her hard work and empathy setting up SIBSS.  He also thanked the group for their support and input over the past 5 years and wished CL all the best going forward as Chair. TL thanked MB and SR for all their work.
Date Next Meeting: 15th August 2024 at 10.00am (via TEAMS)
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Scottish Infected Blood Support Scheme – Advisory Group
16th April 2024, 10:00-11:30, via TEAMS
	ACTION NO.
	ACTION DETAILS
	OWNER
	DATE RAISED
	TARGET

DATE
	UPDATES
	STATUS



	074
	Discussion topic on approval to contact beneficiaries after members death to be added to April Agenda


	SR/MB/KW
	21/12/23
	April 2024
	Update 16/04/24: Added to agenda.
	Completed

	075
	JH and MK to arrange a meeting with the blood disorder organisations to discuss Taskforce for Hep B


	JH/MK
	21/12/23
	January 2024
	Update 16/04/24: Ongoing 
	

	076
	MB to invite Carolyn Low to April Meeting
	MB
	21/12/23
	April 2024
	Post Mtg note:  Done and accepted.
	Completed

	077
	NSS/Scottish Government to look into potential tendering for Scottish clinicians

	NSS/SG
	16/04/24
	-
	
	

	078
	SR to pull together reasons for EIBSS declined referrals (patient data to be redacted) and forward to the group

	SR
	16/04/24
	ASAP
	
	

	079
	SR to update slides with interim payment value of £1.7M
	SR
	16/04/24
	ASAP
	
	

	080
	Benefit of the doubt with regards to applications - AM and SR to look for the reference document and send out to the group. Responses to be sought for 2-3 weeks time.

	ALL
	16/04/24
	10/05/24
	
	

	081
	KW to add an adhoc meeting of the group to diaries for June 2024.

	KW
	16/04/24
	June 2024
	Post Mtg Update:  Complete.  Date in diaries
	CLOSE
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