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Minutes
Meeting:
Scottish Infected Blood Support Scheme – Advisory Group
Date:

17th August 2023, 10:30 -12:00
Location:
via TEAMS
Attendees:

Martin Bell (MB)

NHS National Services Scotland - Practitioner Services (Chair)

Sally Richards (SR)

NHS National Services Scotland - Practitioner Services
Kelly Watt (KW)

NHS National Services Scotland - Practitioner Services (Minutes)

Emma Mauchline (EM)
NHS National Services Scotland - Practitioner Services

Irene Kinroy (IK)

NHS National Services Scotland - Practitioner Services

James How (JH)

Scottish Government

Michelle Kivlin (MK)

Scottish Government

Tommy Leggate (TL)

Scottish Infected Blood Forum

Alan Martin (AM)

Haemophilia Scotland

Bill Wright (BW)

Haemophilia Scotland

George McNaughton (GM)
Patient Representative

Apologies:

Joyce Donnelly (JD)

Scottish Infected Blood Forum

Graeme Malloch (GMa)
Patient Representative
Laura MacKay


Scottish Government
Sam Baker (SB)

Scottish Government

1. Welcome and Apologies
MB welcomed everyone to the meeting and introductions were made.  MB proceeded to take the group through the agenda.
NOTE: MB advised that comments, feedback and questions were welcomed.  Both SR and MB were available to contact.
Martin.Bell@nhs.scot
Sally.Richards@nhs.scot
2. Actions and Matters Arising from previous meeting held 27th April 2023
The group went through the previous minutes, accepted TL’s amendments and the actions were updated and minutes agreed.
3. Scheme Update

SR updated the group on the scheme progress.  
NEW APPLICATIONS: BW asked for some confirmation on the new applications processed.  He explained that there was already some anxiety from UK Government around the compensation statistics and perhaps a firm handle on what category the applicants were, was required.  SR confirmed that the figures included change of category applicants (who were then considered new applicants to that category).
ACTION 069 – SR agreed to forward a breakdown of new applicants, category upgrade applicants, estate and widow/er applications to the Group for information.
BW advised the group that Bereavement Payments formed a very important part of the database.  He asked SR what the retention period was for data relating to these payments (names, addresses etc) was.  SR confirmed that all contact details for estates who had claimed were kept and this included information as far back as the start of the Scottish scheme.  It was noted that the original Skipton data (pre-Scottish scheme) was a completely different situation.
DECLINED APPLICATIONS: GM had a question around declined applications.  He asked if any of the criteria had changed since the beginning of the scheme.  SR confirmed there had been no change to how applications were processed.  She added that a lot of the applications had no evidence but were then accepted through appeal via their oral testimony.  MB added that P&CFS were mandated to look at all evidence presented but also that the team often went beyond that to look for further evidence.  A decision was made on the evidence presented.  If additional medical opinion is required at this stage, Professor Peter Haynes was available to provide a non-bias professional opinion.  All decision letters highlight the applicant’s right to appeal.  That appeal goes to a multi-disciplinary panel comprising clinical and lay members.    TL added that it would reduce the amount of claimants going to appeal if 1 clinician was readily available.  Afternote.  MB believes that is what SIBSS achieves via Prof Peter Haynes.  He can give his own opinion or seek specialist, independent advice as necessary.

BW added that claimants (patients) had been failed by their clinicians in the 1970s and 1980s due to failures in proper records management and retention of records.  He stressed that it was utmost importance for the Scottish Government to look at the application process again as sometimes a clinical opinion was not enough.  MB assured BW that a cross panel of medical clinicians with a spectrum of specialisms were used for the Appeal Panels.  JH agreed that the conversations should continue.  The government currently awaited the final report from the Inquiry.
ACTION 070: SIBSS Director to engage with SG on process around initial consideration of applications.
UNSUCCESSFUL APPEALS:  TL asked the group if a summary of reasons of why an appeal was successful (after initial assessment) could be provided to the Group.  

ACTION 071: SR agreed to pull together a brief summary for the Group on reasons why applications were not successful at initial consideration
VALUE OF PAYMENTS:  SR took the group through the value of payments paid out for last financial year and the first quarter of 2023.  She advised that 900k in Interim Payments was also combined in the figures.
4. Scottish Government Update

JH gave an update to the group:
· IBI Hearings had taken place from 25th-28th July 2023.  The Prime Minister, Former Paymaster General and Chancellor were all in attendance with he main focus being the compensation scheme and when progress would be made on the 2nd Interim Payments.  They agreed that there was the need for compensation and agreed to work at this at pace.  The Prime Minister was keen to have the full report before a formal response could be made
· 2 Ministerial 4 nations meetings held by the Minister for the Cabinet Office in June and July 2023, before the Hearings.  Scottish Minister Jenni Minto had stressed the need for progress on compensation and interim payments at both meetings.   A joint communique issued after the first meeting had agreed the moral case for compensation.
· Minister for Cabinet Office gave an update on payment to Estates (re Tax and Benefits)

· Officials have pressed for details of when the 2nd Interim payments will be made.
BW asked how engaged the devolved governments had been and if they had been involved in the 50 UK Government meetings to which Jeremy Hunt had referred during the Hearings.  JH and MK advised that they had not been involved directly in these UKG meetings, with information being passed on 2nd hand at 4 nations meetings, but had been asked for input and provided SIBSS data. We assume that the 50 meetings referred to do not include 4 nations meetings with the devolved governments.
BW also requested that Hep B be looked at for access to the psychological services. TL added that there were a lot of people in dire need of these services.

5. Clinical Update

No update
6. AOB

Funding for Psychology Services – TL asked if there was any update regarding funding for psychological services going forward.  JH confirmed that Scottish Government were committed to continue funding their 50% of the costs of the Haemophilia service.  The other half, which had previously been met by NSD, was still under negotiation.  Both NSD and Scottish Government continued to work together to find a resolution. 
“Alternatives” to Compensation (Clarification) – JH said he had spoken to UK Government about this issue and they had confirmed that when they had used this expression in Parliament earlier in the year, what they had meant was that there might be different models of compensation, and not a choice between compensation and no compensation.  
ACTION 072 - MK agreed to forward a copy of the email to TL for reference.

Survey – SR confirmed the survey had been sent out and, overall, positive feedback had been received.  Satisfaction results has also surpassed the previous tears results.  She agreed to circulate the report to the Advisory Group for comment and discussion at the next meeting.
ACTION 073 – SR to circulate Survey Report to group and KW to add to agenda for December meeting.

Knowledge Transfer – BW advised that he would be more than happy to have a 1-1 with IK to bring her up to speed with SIBSS and the background to transfusions.
Date Next Meeting: 21st December 2023 at 10.30am (via TEAMS)
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Scottish Infected Blood Support Scheme – Advisory Group
17th August 2023, 10:30-12:00, via TEAMS
	ACTION NO.
	ACTION DETAILS
	OWNER
	DATE RAISED
	TARGET

DATE
	UPDATES
	STATUS



	067
	SR and MB to liaise with Scottish Government regarding discussions around a potential change in Appeal process – addition of verbal interaction with clinicians.
	SR/MB
	27/04/23
	May 2023
	Update 17/08/23 - Meeting SIBSS/SG 02/05/2023. Discussed the feasibility of changing the Appeal process to include medical assessment of oral testimony.  Over the years there have been 17 appeals with 11 being successful. Agreed that the current process was working well therefore for change to be introduced.

	CLOSE

	068
	SR to add a comparison of Beneficiaries from the previous meeting to the slide deck
	SR
	27/04/23
	August 2023
	Update 17/08/23 - Complete
	CLOSE

	069
	SR agreed to forward a breakdown of new applicants, category upgrade applicants, estate and widow/er applications to the group for information.

	SR
	17/08/23
	ASAP
	See papers
	Completed

	070
	SIBSS Director to engage with SG on process around initial consideration of applications.
	MB
	17/08/23
	ASAP
	Agreed to refer applications to EIBSS advisors
	Completed

	071
	SR agreed to pull together a brief summary of reasons of appeals being successful (after initial assessment) for the group
	SR
	17/08/23
	ASAP
	See papers
	Completed

	072
	Alternatives to Compensation Clarification – MK to forward email to TL
	MK
	17/08/23
	ASAP
	
	

	073
	SR to circulate Survey Report to group and KW to add to agenda for December meeting.
	SR/KW
	17/08/23
	December 2023
	
	Completed
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