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Minutes
Meeting:
Scottish Infected Blood Support Scheme – Advisory Group
Date:

18th August 2022, 10:30 -12:15
Location:
HYBRID MTG:  Gyle Sq and via TEAMS
Attendees:

Martin Bell (MB)

NHS National Services Scotland - Practitioner Services (Chair)

Sally Richards (SR)

NHS National Services Scotland - Practitioner Services
Kelly Watt (KW)

NHS National Services Scotland - Practitioner Services (Minutes)

James How (JH)

Scottish Government

Joyce Donnelly (JD)

Scottish Infected Blood Forum

Tommy Leggate (TL)

Scottish Infected Blood Forum

Bill Wright (BW)

Haemophilia Scotland

Alan Martin (AM)

Haemophilia Scotland

Graeme Malloch

Haemophilia Scotland

George McNaughton (GM)
Patient Representative

Apologies:

David Goldberg (DG)

Public Health Scotland

Laura Mackay (LM)

Scottish Government
1. Welcome and Apologies
MB welcomed everyone to the meeting and invited JH to begin the meeting by updating the group on the latest UK Government announcement on the UK Inquiry Interim Payment
SR proceeded to take the group through the agenda.
NOTE: SR advised that comments, feedback and questions were welcomed.  Both SR and MB were available to contact.
Martin.Bell@nhs.scot
Sally.Richards@nhs.scot
2. Actions and Matters Arising from previous meeting held 19th April 2022
Update on Skipton Members Transferring to Scheme – SR reported there had a been a few members transferred across to SIBSS recently due to the recent publicity surrounding the interim payment. It was hoped to get all the information from Russell Cooke (who held the UK schemes members information) but unfortunately this could not be transferred without the members consent.  One of the recommendations from the Inquiry was that SIBSS be sent this information but this had not been agreed as yet.  
ACTION 059 - SR to request any records or paperwork from Russell Cooke on JD’s behalf
Care Home Regulations – SR confirmed this had been added to the recent newsletter and was on the website for reference.

The group went through the previous minutes and the actions were updated and minutes agreed. 
3. Scheme Update

SR updated the group on the scheme progress.  She advised the summary was correct as at 02/08/2022

Update Summary:

· Total number of beneficiaries – 549
· Total haemophiliac members – 190
· Applications processed Apr – July 2022 – 6
· SR confirmed a few applicants had been in contact after the announcement from the Inquiry. .  
· A lot were family members of those affected.  In these cases, SR reported that the family members were advised to log their interest with the UK Inquiry as it was not within SIBSS remit to take a register of of the affected (at the moment).
· Other applications due to members moving levels
· Value of payments FY 2022-23 - £13.7m
· Around 14M forecast for  the end of the year which includes admin costs and  potential new applications.  Any changes to this would come from new members or deceased members.  JH gave assurances that there were no concerns from Scottish Government around this payment.
· Unsuccessful applications Apr – July 2022 – 1
· This was due to insufficient evidence
· Deceased April – July 2022 - 2
· Infected people and their payments would transfer to partners
1 unsuccessful appeal
TL asked SR if a breakdown could be produced of bleeding disorders and haemophiliacs.  SR advised this was difficult to do as the SIBSS system combined the records for these.  She advised that the members were routinely asked to tick what best applied to them on the yearly audit but there appeared to be confusion over the difference between blood products and blood transfusion.  
ACTION 060 - SR agreed to revisit the annual audit to see if the wording could be amended prior to the next survey going out next year.
ACTION 061 – SR to pull together categories and deceased stats for each quarter.

BW asked if it would be possible to circulate the number of beneficiaries and last years number of beneficiaries (prior to parity) for comparison – 2021 and 2022.  SR agreed to look into this and circulate with the minutes.

ACTION 062 – SR to provide comparison of beneficiaries 20221 and 2022 and circulate with mins.

Both MB and BW extended their thanks to SR and her team for all their hard work.
4. Scottish Government Update

JH introduced himself and gave an update to the group;
· Compensation –The UK Government published Sir Robert Francis’s report on a compensation framework in June 2022.  In response, Sir Brian Langstaff, Chair of the Infected Blood Inquiry, published an interim report on 29 August, recommending that both infected and bereaved partners receive interim payments.  This was agreed by the UK government.  Next steps to make the payments by end of October 2022 deadline via the SIBSS Scheme and also check no implications to beneficiaries around tax and benefits.  The group gave their concerns over meeting the deadlines and possible taxation legislation implications.  JH advised the government were committed to the deadline date and that it would be necessary for beneficiaries to inform the DWP (and their banks – large sums of money) but the intention was that there should be no implications.  Inheritance Tax was currently being looked at alongside this.  SIBSS to write out to all beneficiaries.  Further recommendations to be looked at over the next 2 years.
ACTION 063 – SIBSS to work with Scottish Government on a communication/letter for members (advisory group to agree on comms before it is sent out).
BW expressed his concerns over those not currently registered with the scheme missing out.  He advised that a suggestion had come from one of the recent joint forums that some preparatory work on the database be done in anticipation regarding gathering data/details on partners/other family.  MB advised this could be done but would have to be discussed in Policy by Scottish Government.
· A lot of work to be done around the findings
· Conversation held with cabinet office around interim payments

5. Clinical Update

No update
6. AOB

None
Next Meeting: 8th December 2022 at 10.30am (Hybrid Meeting – TEAMS and Boardroom 1 Gyle Square)


	Action Log
	Scottish Infected Blood Support Scheme
Practitioner Services
Gyle Square 
1 South Gyle Crescent 
Edinburgh 
EH12 9EB 
Email: NSS.SIBSS@nhs.net
www.nhsnss.org/SIBSS
	[image: image2.jpg]NHS

National
Services
Scotland






Scottish Infected Blood Support Scheme – Advisory Group
18th August 2022, 10:30-12:00, via TEAMS
	ACTION NO.
	ACTION DETAILS
	OWNER
	DATE RAISED
	TARGET

DATE
	UPDATES
	STATUS



	059
	SR to request any records or paperwork from Russell Cooke on JD’s behalf
	SR/JD
	18/08/22
	ASAP
	Request sent 25/08/2022
	

	060
	SR agreed to revisit the annual audit to see if the wording could be amended.
	SR
	18/08/22
	March 2023
	
	

	061
	SR to pull together categories and deceased stats for each year.
	SR
	18/08/22
	December 2022
	Attached
	

	062
	SR to provide comparison of beneficiaries 2021 and 2022 and circulate with mins.
	SR/KW
	18/08/22
	ASAP
	Attached
	

	063
	Compensation - SIBSS to work with Scottish Government on a communication/letter for members (advisory group to agree on comms before it is sent out).

	ALL
	18/08/22
	ASAP
	Letter produced and sent out 19/08/2022
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