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 Safety Action Notice 
 Reference SAN2203 Issued 25 January 2022        

 

Reusable Sling Checks: Joerns Healthcare Technical 
Bulletin 0442 

 
Summary 
 
Joerns Healthcare has issued Technical Bulletin 0442 on Oxford reusable slings. The bulletin 
highlights the difference between seam slippage (needle hole elongation) and laddering, rips or 
tears (wear and damage).  Guidance is provided on pre-use checks and thorough examinations. 
 

 

Action 
 
1. Bring this notice to the attention of all appropriate managers and staff. 

 
2. Download the following documents from Joerns Healthcare; 

• Technical Bulletin 0442 - Oxford Slings: Identification of Seam Slippage.  
• Additional Sling and Safety Information 

 
3. Review pre-use checks and thorough examinations ensuring the above guidance is applied. 
 
4. If seam slippage (needle hole elongation) is observed when there is no load in the sling, or if 

other defects are apparent, the slings should be taken out of use and thoroughly examined. 
 

Background 
 

Joerns Oxford reusable slings may exhibit seam slippage (needle hole elongation) whilst under 
load (refer to images in the technical bulletin, see annexe).  Seam slippage can occur in any area 
of a sling where a needle and thread has passed through the sling fabric as part of the 
manufacturing process. It is commonly associated with the shoulder quadrants of a sling where 
load stress is most evident.  
 
Once the load is removed, seam slippage will contract and the needle hole elongations will no 
longer be noticeable (refer to images in the technical bulletin).  Joerns have updated their 
Instructions For Use to help identify seam slippage and so prevent confusion during sling checks.   

 
Manufacturer contact details 
Joerns Healthcare 0344 811 1158. 

 
 

https://joerns.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=50d2baacd78ee027e35638cbe&id=43651c796b&e=332f3abfae
https://joerns.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=50d2baacd78ee027e35638cbe&id=75f21b8ad5&e=332f3abfae
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Suggested onward distribution 

Care for the Elderly 
Community Care 
District Nursing 
Hospices 
Medical Admissions 
Nursing 
Wards 
Health & Safety 
Medical Physics 

Risk Management 
Adult Care Services 
Adult Day Services 
Adult Residential 
Services 
Adult Social Work 
Services 
Care Homes 

Children’s Residential 
Services 
Day Centres 
Home Care services 
Loaned Equipment Stores 
Moving and Handling 
Respite Care Services 
Special Schools 

 
Enquiries 
 
Enquiries and adverse incident reports should be addressed to: 
 

Incident Reporting & Investigation Centre (IRIC) 
NHS National Services Scotland 
Gyle Square, 1 South Gyle Crescent, Edinburgh EH12 9EB 
Tel: 0131 275 7575   Email: nss.iric@nhs.scot   

 
For information on how to report an incident: How to report an Adverse Incident 
 
General information about adverse incidents and safety alerts can be found in CEL 43 (2009) or 
by contacting IRIC at the above address. 

 
NHS National Services Scotland is the common name for the Common Services Agency for the Scottish Health Service.  

 
https://www.nss.nhs.scot/          © Crown Copyright 2022.  

 
 
  

mailto:nss.iric@nhs.scot
https://www.nss.nhs.scot/health-facilities/incidents-and-alerts/report-an-incident/
http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/mels/CEL2009_43.pdf
https://www.nss.nhs.scot/
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Annexe 
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Annexe (continued) 
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